
AUSTIN, Tex. 
1'110-SECRECATION BILLS and an 

resolution were intra-
the first three weeks of the 

legislature's 120-day session. 
"'Legislative Action.") 

Price Daniel, calling !o1· local 
1 of schools, said the state and 

should be ready to 
e bill. (See "Legislative Action.") 
ston school trustees indicated they 
be ready by May 1 to announce 
of compliance with the U. S. Su-

Court's segregation rulings. 
'Legal Action.") 
. Judge Otis T. Dunal.{an of Tyler 
.ected to announce soon his dcci-
1n a request to move to another 
ial of the state's suit. for n pc•·mn-
lniunclion nl(ainst the National 
iation for the Advancement of 
od People. (See Action.") 
;. Dist. Judge James V. Allred de-

that Latin-American students 
t be segregated by race. (Sec "Le-
ction.") 
1 Wilson, Texas' new attorney 
a!. announced that he intends to 
1 "the Constitution as interpreted 
e courts." (See "What They Say.") 

;t Texas legislators introduced nine 
seeking to maintain seg1·egalion as 
as it has strong public support. 
SotmiERN ScHOOL N£ws, January, 

) 
is would carry out rccommenda-

of former Gov. Allan Shivers' 
"vide Advisory Committee on Seg-
tion. Gov. Price Daniel likewise has 
d opposition to integrating schools 
pt by local action. 

'\e nine bills are signed by Reps. 
inia Duff of Ferris, Jerry Sadler of 

l ilia, Ben Ferrell of Tyler, Joe N. 
1 'pman of Sulphur Springs, Amos A. 

tin of Paris, Abe Mays Jr. of At-
and Reagan R. Huffman of 

shall. 
IDS BARRED 
(ley would prohibit payment of state 
ls on pupils transferred to a school 
:mother race without approval at a 
d election; set up a pupil assignment 
t using factors other than race; re-

maintenance of segregated schools 
il abolished by an election; permit 
ment of state tuition for students to 
!ld non-sectarian private schools 
!II segregated public schools arc un-
Uable. 
Jl appeal procedure is provided, 
.ugh local school districts to the 
:as Education Agency and a Joint 
lislative Committee on School As-
1lllent (JLCSA). The attorney gen-
1 would be directed to defend all 
'SUits brought to integrate local 
ools and the legislative committee 
her than the local board would be 
defendant. 

'wo other biUs prl'viously introduced 
ng to ll the total this session seeking 
preserve segregation. One of these 

Mississippi 
(Continued From Page 12) 

esent Congress will enact some form 
civil rights legislation, Atty. Gen. 

tterson in his Jan. 21 address to the 
urel Lions Club said Mississippi will 
· integration "to the end rather than 
those things that are near and dear 

them suffer wrong.'' He said the re-
rtance will be through lawful and 
aceful means. 

I 

New bonds for equalizing Mississippi's 
public school system have been 

Jlhorized as SO o{ the 82 counties have 
lOrganized their school districts to 
ling about that effort which will ulli-
llllely cost an estimated $120 million in 
ew buildings. 
Meantime, allocations for new facil-
ies by the Mississippi Educational 
inance Commission continue one-

in favor o( Negroes. The commis-
lon is appro\'ing the rco•·gan-
!ations, centralized attendance centers, 
lid allocating funds for the new build-
ngs. 
Amory in Monroe County has ap-

C'Oved a $700,000 bond issue for new 
e,ools. including a $277,000 high !.chool 
or Negroes, The vote was 806-91. 
Tupelo in Lee County is planning a 

bond issue for a new gymnasium 
by fire last year. It will give 

Negro high school first class facil-
replacing a frame building which 

lirtviously housed the athletic facilities. 

. Athletic Dtrcctor C. R. Noble of Mi-;-
f:PPi State College at Starkvilll· saad 

ordered the t•duca-

SOUTHERN SCHOOL NEWS-FEBRUARY 1957-PAGE 13 

II School Segregation Bills Are Put 
In Hopper As Texas Legislators Meet 
provides penalties for school officials 
permitting integration without. an elec-
tion. The other forbids employment of 
any member of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
ns a teacher or by any other state or 
local government agency. 

l\fl NOR SETBACK 
The group got a minor 

setback in their first test in the 1957 
Texas legislature. lt came on an inter-
position resolution against "federal 
<>ncroachment" by Rep. Robert E. 
Johnson, a new membe1· from Dallas. 
Sponsors wanted to pass the resolution 
without sending it first to a committee. 
But the House voted 85 to 52 to put it 
in committee. This was not taken to be 
nny conclusive test of sentiment on the 
propo.,al. But it did indicate that Texas 
representatives intend to look proposals 
on this qu:?stion over carefully. 

In his first message to the lcgblature. 
Gov. Daniel likewise spoke against fed-
eral enc•·oachmenl on stales' rights. 
Daniel told the lawmakers: 

"You have received a direct •·ecom-
mendation from the people through a 
referendum in the 1956 Democratic 
primary CSSN, August, 1956) concern-

compulsory attendance at integrated 
schools, present laws to inter-
ma•·riage, and the prevention or further 
fedet·al encroachments upon the rights 
of the state. I am sure you will consider 
and act upon this mandate in keeping 
with your constitutional oaths and in a 
calm and Christian-like manne1·. 

"Most of you know my position on 
the subject of separate but equal 
!'choo!s. As attorney general of Texas I 
defended the first nationwide attack 
made on this doctrine in the Sweatt 
case. I assisted many school districts in 
defending lawsuits instigated by out-
side agitators, but always insislin'! that 
our Texas Constitution called for truly 
equal schools for both races. 

FIRST SPEECH 
" Within 24 hours after the Supreme 

Court's recent decision overruling the 
well-established law on the subiect. I 
made the first speech in the United 
States Senate showing in detail how the 
court had disregarded not only its own 
previous decisions but also the clear in-
tention of the writers of the Fourteenth 
Amendment and the decisions of prac-
tically every state in the Union. Over 
the years I suppose that I have dealt 
with this problem as closely as anyone 
in the public service. Never have I used 
it for demagoguery or for political tid-
vantage, and neither will I do il now. 

"I am still as firmly convinced that 
the Supreme Court decision was wrong, 
and I am still opposed to forced inte-
gration. I believe that in most o.f t.hc 
school districts of this state a maJot·aty 
of both the white and colored citizens 
want to continue their separate schools 
and to preserve the good relations which 

tiona! institution's basketball team to 
withdraw from an Evansville. Ind .. tour-
nament (Dec. 30), because there were 
Negroes in the tournament. 

"It's always been our policy that our 
teams would not compete against 
groes," he said. "That'-; traditional 
our institution. It's not Lhc first lime 
we've withdrawn from or cancelled 
games on this ground. There's no rule 
here; it's just a matler of policy and 
tradilion." 

La te r (Dec. 31), the University of 
Mississippi basketball team wnlked out 
of lhe All-American City tournament at 
Owensboro, Ky. , fot· the same reason. 

Athletic Directot· C. M. 'Tad' Smith 
of the Unive•·sily of Mississippi at. 
ford, said "when we accepted the 
talion to the tournament. it was wath 
an understanding thai there would be 
no Negroes in it." However, 
committee chairman Gus E. Pans: P• o-
fcssor at Kentucky s:ud 

mmittce "has never demed any playe• 
::::e riJ!ht to play because of race or 
color." 

A Nashville, Tenn., minister .told 
members of the Emancipa-
tion Congress here on Jan. 8 to usc 
th<"ir Bibles and ballots in " their 

r ed " Addressing the group was to rt• om. . 
Rev. Kenneth Smith of Nashv•lle .. 

He called on the members to regts ter 
and vote. . 

"You must have ammunition. m 
I d m" Rev. Sm•th sa•d. march to ree 0 • b h' h 

"But it must not be the born s w ac 
. . homes of Negro leadc•·s, am-

}'ke the bullets which nddles 
ml 'or people who have gotten a 
llC ,, 
whiff of freedom. 

Point Number One 

- Memphi:s Commercial-Appeal 

have been built up throughout the 
years. 

"I believe that the people of each 
district should have the right to 

make local determinations as to how 
this problem shall be handled, and I 
shall support every legal means by 
which the state can assist in having 
these local determinations respected 
and not ovcr•·uled by federal force." 

CLASH A VOlOED 
A head-on legislative clash over seg-

regation was avoided at the session's 
oul<;et when Rep. Waggoner Carr of 
Lubbock, speaker of the House, asked 
sponsors or segregation proposals to 
give n priority to budget bills. 

Backers of the segregation measures 
agreed to give right-of-way to appro-
priations, which probably will be passed 
by March or April. 

Speaker Carr said that nothing would 
be lost by waiting to act on segregation 
legislation later in the session. 

"Any practical solution to this prob-
lem that is found by the legislature can 
be put into effect by the start of the new 
school year next September," he said. 
The official expressed confidence that 
the legislature would "tackle this prob-
lem in the Texas way-with the type 
of common-sense reasoning for which 
Texans are famous and which precludes 
the necessity of tanks and bayonets." 

WITIIIIOLDS N Al\tES 
Soon after the speaker made his plea, 

Rep. Joe N. Chapman of Sulphur 
Springs announced that he would with-
hold publishing the names of members 
who had signed-ot· failed to sign-a 
"Texas Manifesto" to support segrega-
tion. Chapman had announced that he 
would publicize the members' stand on 
segregation when the session started. 
He did not announce how many had 
s igned his manifesto. 

The pt·oposal follows: 
"We. os members or members-elect of the 

S5Ul Texas legislature, after careful con.sld-

"Your ammunition must be the Bible 
and the ballot," he said. "If you have 
all the weapons of war, and if you put 
every demagogue in jail, the struggle 
would not be won." 

A drive for funds has been opened 
for the newly established and state-
chartered education fund of the Mis-
sissippi Association of Citizens' Coun-
cils. 

Named president. of the fund was W. 
C. 'Chuck' Trotter, retired financial sec-
retary of the University of Mississippi 
now living at Indianola. He is also a 
forme•· member of the Board of Trustees 
of State Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing. 

Ellett Lawrence, of Gr·eenwood, is 
treasurer of the fund. Lawrence said 
contributions are being received, "in-
dicating a widespread interest in the 
purpose of the fund." 

"Only through the accumulation of 
large financial resources will 
and other southern states be m poSttion 
to compete with the millions of dollars 
of left-wing money being on the 
drive to integrate the white and colored 
people," L."'wrencc said. 

A certified public accountant has ad-
vised the council that contributions will 
be tax deductible the same as granted 
the NAACP's Legal Defense and Edu-
cational Fund, Inc. 

At.tom<'Y Will Gcrbe•·, of Memphis, in 
his Jan. 17 address before the Tate 
County Citizens Council said "more 
than a dozen Negro teachers" told him 
''integrated schools were not a success 
in the capital." 

"It is tragic the way the two major 
parties arc using th7 i;,ategration 
tion Co1· political gam, U1e 
:mid. "The p1·oblem cannot be cons•d-
t•r'l'cl from a political viewpoint. It tran-
scends politics." 

emtion or the facts. concur w\Ul Federal 
District Judge WUllam H . Atwell or DllliM 
in hls oplnton of Dec. 19. 1956 In a suit 
brought against the Dalla• public school• 
that the United States Sut>reme Court's seg-
regation decision on May 17. 1951. Is not 
based on law but on "modem psychological 
knowledge;· there are civil rights Cor all the 
people under the nallonal CoJUtitullon and 
'll there are civil rights. there are also civil 
wrongs.' Reall:.cing that If a white school 
child has any civil rights protected by the 
Constitution. the Supreme Court has disre-
garded them and thnt the Supreme Court's 
decision Is contrary to the Constitution and 
laws of the Unltt>d States and Is an arbi-
trary Invasion of the rights, duty and 
authority or Ule stales and the rights of the 
people. 

"Therefore: 
"BE IT RESOLVED. Ulal the will and de-

sire of the overwhelmlnf majority of the 
voters of Texos. as renected In the July prl-
marv a snl,.mn mandalr or 
great importance and urgency to the 55th 
session or the legislature and requires lm· 
mediate consideration. 

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the 
nrt>servallon of the state and federal coJUli-
tullons and state and federal laws and the 
rights and liberties of the clll:teM or our 
state Is the duty and of the 
legislature as well as other branches of the 
government 

"THEREFORE. we hereby pledge our \•ole 
and inOucnce and call on all other mt'mbers 
of the to Join with us in 
faithfully discharging our duty to Texas by 
supporting appropriate legtslalion designed 
to carry out the principles of slAte rights 
and constltullonal taw as set out In the 
above resolutions" 

"We've IO(ot the votes. so there is no 
need to hurry," said Chapman of his 
eroup's strategy. He predicted that at 
least 100 representatives (of 150 total) 
and a majority of the 31 stale senators 
would vote for segregation legislation. 

Retiring Gov. Allan Shivers, in a 
message to the legislature, urged mem-
bers to aporoach lhc segregation prob-
lem with "a minimum of emotion and a 
maximum of common sense." 

"It is an important problem and we 
cannot solve it merely by hoping that 
it will 'just $!0 away,'" said Shivers. 

" ... I still think the nine members of 
a local school board are better qualified 
to run a local school than the nine Su-
preme Court members in Washimrton." 

Shivers submitted to all legislators 
copies of the report of the Texas Advis-
ory Committee on Segregation, which 
he appointed and whose recommenda-
tions are the basis for most bills on 
school segregation so far offered to the 
legislature. 

Written arguments were being filed 
in the dispute over whether t.l'ial or the 
state's suit (or permanent injunction 
against the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People would 
be held at Tyler, or moved to another 
Texas citv. (State of Texas v. NAACP.) 
(See SSN, November, 1956, and Janu-
ary, 1957.) 

State Dist. Judlte Otis T. Dunagan is 
e.xpected to decide this question early 
in February. The removal is sought by 
the NAACP. Judge Dunaga"' earlier 
entered a temporarv injunction against 
further operation or the organization in 
Texas. 

HOUSTON CASE 
At Houston, U. S. Dist. Judge Ben C. 

Connally took under advisement a plea 
for an injunction to admit Negro pupils 
to the city's all-while schools. (Benja-
min et a! v. Independent 
SC'hoo l Di$1ri<'t.) (SSN. January, 1957.) 

From the bench, Judge Connally ex-
pressed some doubt as to validity of 
chief contention by lhc school offic•als 
-who said the Negroes' application 
should have been presented to local 
and state school administrators before 
bcing filed in court. Setting up state 
administrative machinery {or such ap-
plications is an objective of bills pend-
ing in the Texas legislature. (See "Leg-
islative Action.") 

"It is our purpose to establish that the 
(court) relief is not properly sought, 
because these parents have administra-
tive courses they've neither initiated 
nor exhaush>d," said Bert H. Tunks, at-
torney for the school bonrd. 

Judge Connally commented later: "In 
all candor. I must say that l have some 
doubt as to whether this administrative 
relief defense is meritorious at all." 

LARGEST DISTRICT 
Houston is the nation's largest segre-

gated school district. 
A few days after the court hearing, 

Chairman Joe Kelly Butler and Mrs. 
Frank Dyer, president of the Houston 
school board, said that it expects to an-
nounce by May 1 "some meU1od o( 
compliance with the Supreme Court 
ruling.'' 

The prediction came at a meeting of 
an integration study committee for the 

Houston schools. "As I understand it, 
the Supreme Court has not said we 
must integrate," Mrs. Dyer said. "It said 
that a school district may not segregate 
on the basis of race, creed or color." 

Butler commented: "We expect to 
study all available material concerning 
integration and the problem of school 
districts that have integrated and try 
to recommend to the board some meth-
od of compliance with the Supreme 
Court ruling." 

GIRL TESTIFIES 
At the hearing before Judge Connal-

ly, 14-year-old Beneva Williams, one of 
the Negro children seeking to attend 
a white school, said she believed the 
white school had a better music de-
partment. Her father, Marion Williams, 
tPstified that she must ride a bus to the 
Negro junior high school, while they 
live within six blocks of a new junior 
high for whites. 

The coul'troom was unsegregated for 
the with Negroes 
ing. Tv.•o while women left, protesting 
that a Negro man sat down beside them. 

In federal district court at Corpus 
Christi, Judge James V. Allred decided 
a case involving the segregation of 
Spanish-speaking pupils while they 
learn English (Herminia Henw.ndez et 
al t•. Driscoll Consolidated Independent 
School District et a!). 

Parents of 13 Latin-American stu-
dents said they were forced to remain 
for three or four years in the first and 
second grade in a segregated school for 
Spanish-language pupils. In an agreed 
judgment several years ago, federal 
courts said that segregation to learn 
English can be allowed for one year, so 
long as it is based on language rather 
than race. (Delga.de v. Bastrop Inde-
pendent School District.) 

Officials of Driscoll school denied that 
any discrimination existed on race, but 
said the separation of some Latin-
Americans is necessary until they be-
come fluent enough to keep up with 
English-speaking students in elemen-
tary grades. 

Judge Allred held that the Driscoll 
district bad been "unreasonably dis-
criminatory" and issued an injunction 
prohibiting continued segregation. 

The Driscoll district has no Negro 
scholastics. It is located in an area 
where desegregation has occurred gen-
erally in the last two years. There are 
few Negroes but a large Latin-Ameri-
can population in the area. 

A federal appeals court meanwhile 
ordered trial at Wichita Falls of an in-
tegration case previously dismissed by 
U. S. Dist. Judge Joseph B. Dooley. 
(Alfred Avery Jr. et al v. Floyd L. 
Randel et at.) Judge Dooley had held 
that it would be "premature" for the 
courts to act since the Wichita Falls 
district had plans to desegregate fully 
during the 1957-1958 school year. 

Will Wilson, the state's new attorney 
general, announced upon being inau!(U-
rated that he would help Texas school 
boards work out their segregation prob-
lems "within the framework o{ govern-
ment by law." He succeeded John Ben 
Shepperd, a segregation supporter who 
has moved to Odessa in West Texas to 
practice law. Shepperd did not seek re-
election. 

Wilson, a former justice of the Texas 
Supreme Court, said of U. S. Supreme 
Court. opinions in segregation disputes: 

"Any legal problem arising from this 
social conflict will be analyzed on its 
merits, bearing in mind the oath I have 
just taken to support and enforce the 
Constitution of the United Slates and 
remembering also that. government by 
law as 1 understand it means the Con-
stitution as interpreted by the courts. 

"Any power or jurisdiction which the 
office of attorney general has will be 
used lo support a school board, the fac-
ulty, and students against threats of 
violence or unruly conduct or against 
efforts to intimidate school officials. 
These problems must be worked out 
within the framework o£ government by 
law. When approached in this spirit., I 
am confident they will be worked out." 

BISHOP llEARD 
At Dallas, Episcopal Bishop C. Avery 

Mason accused segregationists of trying 
to promote "suicidal division" instead of 
helping to solve race problems. Mason 
said that citizens are too tolerant of 
what he called "segregation trouble-
makers who haven't any deep regard for 
man made in the image o{ God." 

Two CIO unions meanwhile protested 
an endorsement of school integration 
made at a recent state convention of the 
organization. (SSN, January, 1957.) 
The objections came fl'om Port Arthur 
and Beaumont locals of the Oil, Chemi-
l'al and Atomic Workers' Union, whose 
local majorities were said to favor seg-
regation. 
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